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Continuation of Box 1.1 

Claims Nos.: 17, 18, 34, 37 partially 

Claims 17, 18, 34 and 37 relate to methods of treatment of the human or 
animal body by surgery or by therapy or diagnostic methods practiced on 
the human or animal body (PCT Rule 39.1(iv)). Nevertheless, a search has 
been executed for these claims. The search has been based on the alleged 
effects of the compounds or compositions. 



Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 1-8, 14-25, 31-33, 35-36, 38-39 all partially 

Present claims 1-8 and 14-16 relate to the use of a compound, or the 
compound per se, this compound being defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely that the compound, when tested in an 
in vitro proliferation assay, has an activity that corresponds to a 
certain percentage of the activity of SEQ ID NO: 2 (GIP). The claims 
cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, whereas the 
application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited 
number of such compounds. Additionally, previously known compounds may be 
included in the scope of the present claims. Due to the characterization 
of the compound, it is almost impossible to compare compounds disclosed 
in prior art with the scope of the present claims. In the present case, 
the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that 
a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts 
relating to the compound being GIP, SEQ ID NO: 2 or having a certain 
sequence identity or similarity to SEQ ID NO: 2. 

Present claims 22-25, 31-33 and 35 relate to the use of a compound, or 
the compound per se, this compound being defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely that the compound, when 
tested in an assay wherein rats are given the compound intraventricular^ 
in the brain followed by the recordation of the weight of each rat, has 
an activity in reducing weight gain that corresponds to a certain 
percentage of the activity of SEQ ID NO: 2 or 4 (GIP). The claims cover 
all compounds having this characteristic or property, whereas the 
application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited 
number of such compounds. 

Additionally, previously known compounds are included in the scope of the 
present claims. Due to the characterization of the compound, it is almost 
impossible to compare compounds disclosed in' prior art with the scope of 
the present claims. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and 
the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the 
whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
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Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be supported and disci osed, namely those parts 
relating to the compound being 61 P, SEQ ID NOs: 2 or 4 or having a 
certain sequence identity or similarity to SEQ ID NOs: 2 or 4. 

Present claims 1-6, 16 (and thereupon dependent claims) and claimsl7-21 
relate to an extremely large number of possible uses and compounds due to 
the very broad wordings regarding the conditions to be treated. Support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of 
Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion 
of the claimed conditions. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
Consequently, the search has been focused on those parts of the claims 
which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts related to 
the conditions mentioned in claim 6 and the general aspect of 
hyperproliferation of cells. Thereto, an attempt has been made to search 
for the general aspects of abnormal loss of cells. 

Present claims 17, 19-21, 36 and 38-39 relate to the use of a compound 
defined by reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely 
that the compound should be an antagonist to 61 P or the 61 P receptor. The 
claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application lacks support for such compounds. In the present 
case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts 
relating to the general wording "antagonist 11 to 6IP or the 6IP receptor. 
No specific antagonists have been searched. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-21 and 40 (partially) 

Claims 1-21 and 40 (partially), directed to the use of a 
compound having GIP-activity in the treatment of conditions 
characterized by abnormal loss of cells, and claims directed 
to such a compound per se. Also included is the use of 
antagonists to 61 P or the GIP receptor in the treatment of 
conditions caused or characterized by hyperprol i f erati on of 
cells. 



2. Claims: 22-39 and 40 (partially) 

Claims 22-39 and 40 (partially), directed to the use of a 
compound having GIP-activity in the treatment of overweight 
and/or obesity, claims directed to such a compound per se. 
Also included is the use of antagonists to GIP or the GIP 
receptor in the treatment of conditions 
caused or characterized by abnormally low body weight. 



3. Claim : 41 

Claim 41, directed to use of GIP or analogues for the 
manufacture of a pharmaceutical composition for treatment of 
depression and/or mood disorders. 



4. Claims: 42-45 

Claims 42-45 directed to methods for determining GIP in the 
brai n of a mammal . 



